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Early Childhood Education Facing

Volatile World Situations

California State University Noriko Saito

Finally, we are reaching to the end of the Covid 19
pandemic situation, and we thank all scientists and
their discoveries of vaccinations which lead to the
decline of suffering over two years globally.

The next IAECE (International Association of Early
Childhood Education) virtual conference theme is the
“Sustainable Development Goals %%t Rl BE 75 B H B
12 (SDGs) "

Why is environmental sustainability important?
Because SDGs improves the quality of our lives,
protects our ecosystem and preserves natural
resources for future generations. There are the 3
principles of SDGs which are the economy, society and

the environment.
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Under the SDGs are a collection of 17 interlinked
global goals designed to be a plan to achieve a better
and more sustainable future for the whole world. The
SDGs were set up in 2015 by the United Nations
General Assembly and are intended to be achieved by
the year 2030.

The 17 SDGs are: (1) No Poverty, (2) Zero Hunger, (3)
Good Health and Well-being, (4) Quality Education, (5)
Gender Equality, (6) Clean Water and Sanitation, (7)
Affordable and Clean Energy, (8) Decent Work and
Economic Growth, (9) Industry, Innovation and
Infrastructure, (10) Reduced Inequality, (11)
Sustainable Cities and Communities, (12) Responsible
Consumption and Production, (13) Climate Action, (14)
Life Below Water, (15) Life On Land, (16) Peace, Justice,



and Strong Institutions, (17) Partnerships for the Goals.

As | was wondering and thinking how | can put or
digest all these ideals into the education of young
children and its classroom practices and their daily life,
Russia initiated to interfere with Ukraine’ s
sovereignty. The conflicts are growing day by day.

UN (United Nations) currently made up of 193 Member
States which includes the permanent membership of
the Russian Federation. Ukraine is also a member of
such UN bodies as the Economic and Social Council,
the Human Rights Council, the Commission on Social
Development, the Commission on Population and
Development.

This volatile situation today faces dilemmas and
questions the purpose of UN Security Council and of
SDGs. We are facing the critical challenges and
responsibility as human beings and as educators.

| have so many things to express as a person who
experienced WWII, Korean War, Vietnam War, Cold
War, and | witnessed the nuclear power of atrocity in
Hiroshima and Nagasaki. No one wins in a war, except
creating more human suffering. It is now the 21st
century, and we have been striving for many years to
have a better and peaceful world. We know it is very
complex with political and economic issues and
concerns, but human beings have the cognitive ability
to progress and overcome! | can go on writing about
many issues and solutions; however, | would like to
conclude my writing with the words of Thomas
Jefferson and the words of Jean Piaget which give us
in depth and critical thinking and provide some
insights for solutions to society and educators.
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In 1776 Thomas Jefferson wrote about the right of
human beings in the Declaration of Independence.
“All human beings are created equal, and each one of
us has an absolute right including Life, Liberty, and the
Pursuit of Happiness.” | am wondering if this is the
right of human beings pertaining to those only in the
United States of America or to the entire world.

Jean Piaget once said that "The principal goal of
education is to create men(human beings) who are
capable of doing new things, not simply of repeating
what other generations have done—men(human
beings) who are creative, inventive, and discoverers.”

We do not repeat the mistakes we made in the past
generations, or we have to learn from the past
mistakes. We must be creative to make a peaceful
world! We as educators of young children have the
responsibility to come up with creative and innovative
ideas for the education of young children. | believe
thinking starts with early age!

This coming IAECE virtual conference, | am very much
looking forward to listening for the Early Childhood
Educator’ s practical ideas, solutions and useful
curriculums focusing on “SDGs” for young children.
Thus, we can provide a viable education for all young
children for creating a better and peaceful world.
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