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emories of
Dr. Matsubara

By Noriko Saito

I met Dr. Matsubara in 1981
for the first time when | was
working towards my
dissertation at the University
of Southern California (USC). It
was the investigation of the
Piagetian cognitive process among two language
speakers and one language speakers. My research was
conducted both in the United States and in Japan
among four comparison groups. In Japanese cohorts
(subjects), | decided to contact the Ochanomizu
University, and that is when | had the pleasure of
meeting Dr. Matsubara. | was told that he was the
authority of Piagetian theory in Japan. | was able to
complete my quasi-experimental studies with the
support of Dr. Matsubara in Japan. After the completion
of my Ph.D., he invited me to speak at Tsukuba
University where he was a professor at the time and
additionally, to speak at the third Early Childhood
Education International (ECEI) conference in
Yatsugatake, Nagano. The ECEl was a smaller scale of
the organization than it is now. Everyone stayed at
different pensions in Nagano. We continued our
discussion informally with exchanging our views on
child development as we were enjoying wine in the
evening in the beautiful woods of Yatsugatake.
I have known him for over 39 years and he has been my
life-long mentor. Dr. Matsubara has an amazing mind, a
prolific writer, always inquisitive, an outstanding
listener, excellent researcher, and most of all a very
generous donor and a kind person. He was always
writing and took notes by hand. Later in his professional
life, he moved from Child Development to the
Psychology-Counseling fields of study. He became an
outstanding advisor and counselor for his students and
friends. | do not know how many books he wrote in his
life; however, every year | saw him, he gave me one or
two of his new publications. He was such an amazing
and dedicated writer!
| visited Dr. Matsubara after he moved to an old age
home in Tokyo and found him to be still steadfast in his
writing.

Our ‘Memory

| respect and admire his brilliant, inquisitive, creative
and curious mind! He is a true scholar! There is one
humorous, unforgettable memory of Dr. Matsubara. He
mentioned about the incident every time we met.

Once we had the ECEI (visiting other countries)
conference at the University of Southern California
(USC) in Los Angeles. It was during an unusually,
extremely hot summer. After the city tour, Dr. Matsubara
took a cold shower, and he apparently felt a very fast
heartbeat. He called me at home to take him to the
emergency hospital. It takes about 40 minutes by a car
from my home to USC. So | took my convertible with
one of my three dogs named Tora (see picture). The
reason why | took feared looking Tora, was because USC
is located in an unsafe-location of Los Angeles. Tora is a
135 pound (61kg) black Bull-Mastiff. | rushed Dr.
Matsubara to the Cedar Sinai Hospital-which is famous
where many movie stars are treated, and Tora rode in
the back seat and Dr. Matsubara in the front seat. | was
driving as fast as 70 miles per hour (112.6 km) on the
freeway to check him into emergency at the hospital
quickly. Later Dr. Matsubara told me that he felt he was
so afraid of Tora and also the speed of driving, he
thought he might have the worst heart attack on his
way to the hospital. The second was the price of
hospital in the United States. One day stay in the
hospital cost him 25 thousand dollars (81 —B&+7HM).
His cardiologist suggested him staying in Los Angeles
one week to watch his recovery before he flies back to
Tokyo. That would cost him another 175 thousand
dollars ( #9—F & A+ ) He said he might have
another heart attack due to the expense of the hospital
feel Fortunately, he stayed only one day in the hospital,
and the very kind Japanese nurse offered to care Dr.
Matsubara at her home for one week without cost. He
shared this unforgettable and frightening, but hilarious
experience every time we met. We laughed it off! Next
several times he visited Los Angeles, he always made
sure to purchase the travel health Insurance and never
take a cold shower when it is a hot day!

He is greatly missed by everyone, because he is not only,.. . -

a brilliant scholar, but also a gentleman, a good Iistenéf
extremely kind personality, and very generous person:
Certainly, I miss his genuine smile and voice, and
conversing about good old days that we had. -y
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