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M.A, M.S, Conference Coordinator, Chair, Professor, LAPC

Patricia Doelitzsch

The 46th annual IAECE (International Association of Early
Childhood Education) Enhancing Early Childhood Education
Strategies for Collaboration was held at Los Angeles Pierce
College, in Woodland Hills California, USA. This was the first
time the conference was held on the mainland of the US,
and is the largest conference the college has hosted. The
Child Development and Early Childhood Education
department professors, and the Child Development Center
Preschool were honored to host this conference, and invite
US researchers and experts to share information, while also
learning from the international presenters, and learn about
the research being conducted in other countries. This
conference was an important experience for the students of
Los Angeles Pierce College, offering them an international
academic experience few have had the opportunity to attend.
The Child Development and Early Childhood Education
department coordinated with Takase Sensei, in the Pierce
language department, to use the students who are learning
Japanese, to attend as translators and guides, and practice
their Japanese with native speakers. The reaction of the
language students who participated was overwhelming. More
students are enrolling in the upper levels of Japanese
language classes, and all of them were inspired to visit, if
they haven’ t already been. Many are still working on how
they can attend next year’ s conference.

The pre-conference activities began with a tour of the local
mentor preschools. Over fifty participants filled 2 buses, and
visited preschools that have been designated as exemplary,
and are used by the Los Angeles Pierce College Child
Development and Early Childhood education department, as
demonstration sites. Each site showed a different approach
to early childhood education. Each of these schools
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interactions, and showcased
educators who are committed to
inclusion and diversity, and
creating an environment of trust
and connection through play
based interactions.

The conference opened on
Friday, September 19, 2025,
and lasted through Saturday
September 20, 2025. Friday
started with a welcome from the
chair of Child Development,
Patricia Doelitzsch, and coordinator Miyuki Yatsuya-Dix.
Opening ceremonies were presented by Dr. Nakatsubo,
IAECE President. The keynote presentation from Full Circle
Consulting Systems, presented by Senta Greene, and Dr.
Van Antwerp. was an interactive experience of self reflection,
relationship based concepts, and well being.

The conference then began with research poster
presentations in the beautiful Child Development Preschool
courtyard, and workshops, symposiums and oral research
presentations in the new Child Development building. There
were many choices for individuals to attend the presentations
they were most interested in learning about.

Workshop highlights included a presentation of Japanese
culture; Learning the 5 Ryoiki of Early Childhood Education
through Paper Cup Activities,which explored five
developmental aspects, known as the 5 Ryoiki: Health,
Human Relationships, Language, Environment, and
Expression. An art for early childhood workshop, which
explored living lines, colors of the heart. The beginning and




the end. The final large workshop was a two part, engaging,
and participation based music workshop: A Musical Bridge
Connecting Japan and the United States. Part 1:Eurhythmics
Activities, Part 2 explored Music Expression.

All events were well attended, as over 188 tickets were sold,
many individuals came to both days of the conference. The
first question US participants asked was “when will this
happen next year?” When they were told it would be in
Japan, several started thinking about fundraisers in order to
attend. The US students and teachers who attended are still
talking about the information they learned, and the wonderful
experience of meeting and interacting with the international
researchers. | feel real connections were made, and
inspiration was born.

The 47th annual conference will be hosted by Ninomiya,
Takayuki of Seirei Christopher University. Takayuki sensei
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presented his video for the 47th annual conference in
Hamamtsu, Shizuoka, Japan. Dr. Ueda, the incoming
President of IAECE closed the conference with words of
gratitude and excitement to attend the next year in Japan.
Post conference, international attendees were invited to
attend the last home game for the Los Angeles Dodgers,
featuring Shohei Ohtani. Although the Dodgers lost,
everyone had a great time touring the stadium, and cheering
for the team.

This conference was an overwhelming success. The
importance of including and learning from others from
different cultures, backgrounds and experiences is important
in our quest to provide the best environments for young
children and their families. Collaborating, sharing research
and ideas is the best way to promote growth and
relationships, ensuring all children and their families thrive.
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L.A. Pierce College Child Development Center

Miyuki Yatsuya-Dix

Greetings from Los Angeles!

Did you all enjoy the 46th Annual IAECE
Conference at Los Angeles Pierce
College? What was your most memorable
experience during your visit to LA?

I was truly honored to help prepare for and
attend this year’s conference, and to
witness the wonderful collaboration
between IAECE and Los Angeles Pierce
College.

It has been two years since Dr. Nakatsubo
first asked me to host the IAECE
Conference at Pierce. | immediately
thought, what a wonderful opportunity
for collaboration between our two
organizations, united by a shared
goal of advancing Early Childhood
Education!

| reached out to our Child Development
Department Chair, Patricia (Trish)
Doelitzsch, to see if this would be possible.
At that time, none of us realized how
complex the planning process would be —
or how rewarding the entire journey would
become — leading up to our opening day
on September 19, 2025.

A heartfelt thank you to Trish for her
leadership, dedication, and vision in making
the IAECE Conference possible and
successful.

The 46th Annual IAECE Conference was
the result of tireless teamwork and
collaboration among committee members
on both sides — Trish-sensei,
Koga-sensei, Fukui-sensei,

Ninomiya-sensei, Ueda-sensei, and
myself. Together, we navigated challenges
across time zones, languages, and
cultures, and ultimately created an inspiring
and memorable event.

| would also like to express my sincere
gratitude to the IAECE/LA Pierce core
planning team, all Child Development
Department faculty — Stacey, MaryAnn,
Arma, Lila, Traci, Heather, and Carrie —
and our wonderful volunteers — Michelle,
Phyllis, Lori, Hiroko, Amy, and Kuniko.
Each of them worked tirelessly behind the
scenes in the week leading up to the
conference and provided invaluable support
throughout the event. A special thank you
as well to Takase-sensei, Professor of
Japanese at LA Pierce College, who
engaged her students in helping
participants practice Japanese through
real-life conversations during the
conference. We could not have achieved
such a successful event without everyone’s
passion, dedication, enthusiasm, and
kindness.

| also want to recognize the educators and
students from Japan for their courage and
effort in traveling to Los Angeles and
presenting their research papers in English
— an admirable and inspiring
accomplishment! | know how challenging it
can be to express your ideas in another
language (even with the help of Google
Translate!). Thank you for sharing your
expertise and creativity with us — we

Q




learned so much from your presentations.
On September 18, we offered a variety of
school visits, and | hope you enjoyed
exploring the many different approaches
and programs across the San Fernando
Valley. | was especially proud to share our
own LA Pierce College Child
Development Center at the end of the tour.
| was also delighted to hear that many
educators from Japan who stayed at The
Anza Hotel had a wonderful experience
during their visit — and | hope you had fun
shopping at Trader Joe’s!

And how about the Dodgers? We all
cheered “Go Dodgers!” on September 21
— even though the team lost that day
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game, it was still such a fun and
unforgettable experience!

I’m so pleased that the 46th Annual IAECE
Conference was well received. | hope
each of you left with lasting memories,
meaningful connections, and new
inspiration from your time here in Los
Angeles.

Let me close with this:

My wish is for this conference to continue
serving as a truly global bridge,
connecting educators, students, and
communities — and most importantly,
connecting all children through our shared
commitment to Early Childhood Education.
With heartfelt appreciation,
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F L,
BEEXE—AUTEUDIBER. MME. BE.
ZLTELETHAGITNIE TDKSKE
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New English Terms | Learned at This Conference

Nozomi Kato, Ph.D.

Associate Professor in the Department of Human Care

Nagoya University of Arts and Sciences

One of the most fascinating aspects of
participating in international academic
conferences is encountering words,
concepts, and systems that | had never
known before. This time as well, |
learned a great deal from participants
from the United States and early
childhood educators at the sites we
visited. Among these, | would like to
introduce two terms and systems that
were new to me.

The first is neurodivergent, a term
often used in English to describe what is
commonly referred to in Japanese as
“developmental disabilities.” Rather than
viewing developmental differences as
impairments, this term expresses the
idea of neurological diversity. Upon
further research, | discovered that this
concept has already been adopted by
Japan’ s Ministry of Economy, Trade and
Industry, and that major companies are

working to create workplaces that are
inclusive and comfortable for everyone.

The second term is shadow, which
refers to a person who supports children
with special needs. In Japan, additional
staff members are typically assigned by
the childcare facility itself. In contrast,
the United States does not have such a
public system; instead, there are
companies that dispatch shadows upon
request from parents. Although the cost
is borne by the family, the support
provided by shadows extends beyond the
childcare setting to include assistance in
daily life at home.

Even when | asked questions in
incorrect English such as “What’ s
mean?” or “How do you support for
special needs children?” , the people in
Los Angeles kindly responded with clear
and understandable English. | am truly
grateful for their generosity and patience.
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Learning From and With Others:

Mina Kim, Ph.D.

Professor in the Department of Elementary Education
Graduate College of Education San Francisco State University

It was last year, when [ first time learned
about the IAECE conference. Back then,
| was leading a Japan Study Tour with
groups of early childhood educators from
San Francisco and Los Angeles, and |
was curious what Japanese scholars
research and study in the field of early
childhood education. That was my
motivation to join the 46th IAECE
conference in LA in 2025.

From the school visits to symposium,
workshop, and poster sessions, the

HEHNSFU., ELHITEX
Y75 ZaAMIIKRE

IAECE REBICDOWTHIHTH > T=DIiX
EFEDT & Tl EB Y2750y
AEOY VLIV ADHREEE T IV —
TEBERRZTAVT—HBRNTEHEY.
HERDODMBEEDNBEERPTFTEDLD
TR EIT>TVWBDLEKRLH Y F L
feo ZNHN 2025 ElCOY VLIV ATH
ENDE 46 [@ IAECE £&ICEML &L
SEROEEL>HIFTY,

FRBEDOE Y VRITL T—7
a3y RAZ—tvI 3 VET. &

conference had various format to deliver
interesting topics and research, and it
was a full of learning moments every
second during the two days of the
conference. | was impressed how much
Japanese scholars and professionals
spent their time to prepare their
presentations in English, as they were
easy to follow and understand. It was
such a pleasure to learn various topics,
psychological perspectives to practical
implications. Thanks for the wonderful
conference!

N

FEIIRAGREATEEKEN b E Y 7O
BHENETN. 2 BEZEL TEUDE
mCLico BARDHEEPEMRDA L
DNEETOT LYY T— 3V DEfFIC
ENIFEDEEEZED LIEHICKRIEE T
WWELfe, TLEYT—avigabv
P BRELYPTWVEDT L, DIE
FHEERD SRENGTREBE T, KL
BrEYIEZRTENTE, XEEE
ECLI ZEBESLLWREBEEZHUHLED
TEVFELE!

Education as Relationship:
Broadening Comparative Research

Hyejin Do

San Francisco State University (MA, Early Childhood Education; Alumna)

As an educator with international
teaching and research experience across
South Korea, the United States, Mexico,
and Japan, | found this 46th Annual
Conference especially valuable.

Conversations with Japanese scholars,
whose works advanced proactive,
interactive, and deep learning for young
children, sharpened my comparative
perspective as | was inspired by their
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WORK SHOP

cross-institutional collaborations. When |
presented my study of children’ s
narrative-based creativity with
storytelling, | gained substantive
perspectives that expanded my
understanding of such. The questions
and conversations with audiences offered
a meaningful insight that clarified my
central takeaway: children’ s creativity is
relational and context dependent.

Moreover, the symposium presentation
on Mimamoru ( ‘teaching by watching’ )
anchors my next comparative study: how
teachers—between Korea and Japan—
enact autonomy to nurture children’ s
interests within play-based curricula,
viewed through an ecological lens. | hope
to deepen these research insights and
continue sharing them at upcoming
conferences.
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NI R
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B, YVRITDLTEN TN TR
F% (Mimamoru) ] EWS#HEBZE (=8
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Flannel Board and Storytelling Workshop

Traci D. Drelen

Professor, Child Development

Pierce College, Woodland Hills, California - USA

The hour-long workshop began with a
brief history of flannel board stories, the
importance of play and the contribution
that both make to all domains of children.
Attendees were given materials to make
their own flannel story as a “make and
take” during the meeting. The creation of
felt apples and worms with the lesson of
prepositions was enjoyed by all.

Professor Drelen and Professor
Christianson (LA Pierce College)
demonstrated both song and stories with
felt for the thirty attendees. Many of the
flannel activities were inclusive,
attendees delighted in coming up to the
flannel board and adding their pieces to
complete the story or song.
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International Association of Early Childhood Educati

47th Annual Conference in Shizuoka, Japan

Exploration and Coexistence for
\  Nurturing Children’s Well-being

@®Overview

Date: September 18 (Fri) - 20 (Sun), 2026
Venue: Seirei Christopher University, Hamamatsu, Shizuoka, Japan
Organizer: International Association of Early Childhood Education

@®Program (Tentative)

Keynote Lecture

Symposium

Research Presentations (Tentative)
« School Visits
* Oral Presentation
* Poster Presentation

@ Access

* From JR Hamamatsu Station: Bus or taxi
* By car: Free parking available on campus

@®Registration

+ System: Peatix (planned) ‘
« Conference Website: To be launched in Winter 2025 via
IAECE official homepag
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