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The Journal of International Association of Early Childhood Education [ IAECE
Journal] is an international, interdisciplinary journal that publishes empirical and theoretical
studies on all topics related to early childhood education and care. It is an open-access
journal published by the IAECE Journal and is issued annually. Once it is made available

online through platforms such as J-Stage, it can be accessed by anyone.

Research paper manuscripts must be written to the following regulations.
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1. Types of papers
Manuscripts for this journal must be original and unpublished papers, in either of
the following two forms:
1) Original articles
Original articles should be of academic significance.
2) Research notes
Research notes are outputs such as reviews and reports, which do not reach the

level of original articles.
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2. Qualifications for submission

The first author must be a member of [AECE, while the other authors may be non-
members. If a non-member wishes to submit a manuscript as the first author, he or she must
become a member by the end of the month preceding the submission period.

Overseas members are required to pay $50 or 5,000 yen to submit a manuscript.
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3. Article structure

A manuscript should be divided into clearly defined sections: Introduction,
Method, Results, Discussion, and References. Please use the template available on the
IAECE website for preparing manuscripts. Personal information such as authors’ names and

affiliations and acknowledgments must be written in separate files.
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4. Length

Manuscripts should, in principle, be prepared using the submission format file
provided on the website. It is preferable to create the manuscript in MS Word
(Windows/Macintosh) using this format file; however, if you use any other application,
please contact the Editorial Committee in advance regarding the details of the format and
file compatibility. In addition, both papers and research notes must include abstracts in
Japanese (approximately 1,000 characters) and in English (400-500 words), as well as 3-5
keywords in both Japanese and English. (For further details, refer to the “Guidelines for



Preparing English Abstracts for Journal Submissions.”)
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5. Pages and Figures/Tables

Original articles and research notes should, in principle, not exceed a maximum of
20 pages, including the main text, figures, tables, photographs, notes, and references,
excluding the English and Japanese abstracts.

Figures and tables will be counted toward the total page length according to the
journal’s character-count conversion rules. Notes and references should be calculated as one
character per space (with numbers and Roman letters counted as two characters per space).
Figures, tables, and photographs should be kept to the minimum necessary, avoid
duplication, and be attached on separate sheets. They should be numbered consecutively as
Table 1, Figure 1, etc. Titles for tables should be placed above, while titles for figures should
be placed below, with explanatory captions provided beneath each item.

Authors may digitally edit or process images; however, adjustments must be kept to
a minimum, and this must be clearly stated in the manuscript. The Editorial Board reserves

the right to request submission of the original, unprocessed images from the authors.
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6. Notes
Notes should be indicated as (1), (2)... in relevant parts of the text and should be

listed together at the end of the manuscript.
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7 References

Authors should follow the APA style for citations and references.
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8. Research ethics

Authors should follow ethical principles in conducting research by assuring informed
consent of the research participants and keeping privacy and confidentiality in data
handling. They should also refrain from any research misconduct such as fabrication,
falsification, and plagiarism and avoid submitting inadequate manuscripts under gift or
ghost authorship. If a submitted manuscript is found to be the same with or very similar to a
published paper or a manuscript submitted to another journal, it will be considered as a
multiple submission and rejected. If the Editorial Board judges that a manuscript clearly
violates research ethics, or a manuscript under the review process or a paper already
published in our journal is found to be a multiple submission, the Editorial Board will
remove it from the review process or cancel its publication after discussing the case. A
multiple submission in this journal refers to a paper that meets all the following conditions:

1) Research purposes are the same or very similar.

2) Research methods and the subjects for analysis are the same or very similar.

3) There is no novelty in the results or discussion.
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9. Review process

The review process of a submitted manuscript is as follows.
(1) Submitted original articles and research notes will be reviewed by the Editorial Board to
decide whether or not to publish them.
(2) Review results have the following categories: accepted, accepted with revisions, revise
and resubmit, and rejected. Accepted papers will be published with or without minor
revisions. Papers accepted with revisions will be published after being revised satisfactorily.
In the case of revise and resubmit, the resubmitted manuscript after major revisions will be
reviewed again. Rejected papers will not be published.
(3) If necessary, the Editorial Board may ask IAECE members or non-member researchers

to review submitted manuscripts.
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10. Return of manuscripts
Manuscripts submitted in printouts will not be returned to authors in case of either

acceptance or rejection.
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11. Fees for paper reprints
All the actual costs for producing paper reprints and their shipping charges should
be borne by the authors. Printing costs for figures, tables, and photographs may also be

charged.
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12.  Copyright

The editorial copyright of the journal and reports published by the International
Association of Early Childhood Education is held by the Association. The Association may
reproduce the published papers in printed or electronic publications other than the
International Journal of Early Childhood Education. The Association will receive royalties
for the use of the edited works. The publication of a paper is conditional on the authors’

consent to its reproduction by the Association.
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13. The Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 4.0 International License

This society publishes papers under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike
4.0 International License (CC BY-SA 4.0). This license permits sharing, adaptation, and
other uses of the articles for both commercial and non-commercial purposes, provided that
appropriate credit is given. In addition, each paper will include the statement: “This article

is published under a Creative Commons license.”
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14. The perspective of transparency



From the perspective of transparency, this journal requires all authors to declare
any conflicts of interest or competing interests related to their submitted manuscript. A
conflict of interest arises when circumstances exist, are perceived, or may potentially exist
that could influence the author’s impartial conduct of research and its reporting. Examples
of potential conflicts include commercial or financial interests, corporate affiliations,
consulting roles, or stock ownership.
Authors must also disclose all sources of funding for their paper in the acknowledgments

section of the manuscript.
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15.  Submission Period
Manuscript submissions will be accepted between January 10 and January 31 of

each year.
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16. Contact
Office: 1-3-23 Shioe, Amagasaki City 661-0976, Japan
Kansai University of International Studies
Yoshiyuki Mukuda
Tel: +81-6-6496-4171 Mail: y-mukuda@kuins.ac.jp
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